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3.    EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

INTRODUCTION

The purpose of the Silver Lake Trail Feasibility Study is to develop and evaluate concepts and 
alternative route scenarios for a 11+/- mile trail that would connect Letchworth State Park and the 
Genesee Valley Greenway to the Village of Perry and Silver Lake via the Silver Lake Outlet. This 
multi-use trail will take advantage of existing roadways where appropriate, optimizing them for bike 
travel. It will also include an existing multi-use trail, and incorporate several small informal trails in 
its design. Please see Figure 1 for an illustration of the project location. The Silver Lake Trail could 
serve as a jumping off point for an even more extensive trail system, which could potentially include 
several large connected loops, including a trail around Silver Lake. 

Project goals include 

• Increased pedestrian and bicycle transportation access and safety in the project areas,

• Improved transportation choices between the communities and the two state parks served 
by the prospective trail,

• Enhanced and increased use of key existing public spaces along the trail including the 
public beach,

• Increased emphasis on the Perry area as a nearby tourist destination for visitors to 
Letchworth State Park. 
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The trail, when completed, would be the first multi-use trail in Wyoming County outside the New 
York State Park system. The study area includes existing roadways, an existing multi-use path, and 
a series of existing informal trails along Silver Lake Outlet.

The planning process for this study included outreach to both the general public and to key 
stakeholders. Representatives from various organizations served on the steering committee, 
and provided continuity and study oversight. The general public was invited to attend two public 
informational meetings to learn more about the trail project, and provide feedback to the committee. 

BENEFITS OF ACTIVE TRANSPORTATION

The extensive benefits of active transportation were documented for this study. These benefits 
include decreased impact on the environment through reduced motor vehicle usage, social benefits 
due to increased access for people without motor vehicles, increased health benefits through physical 
activity, and economic benefits resulting from decreased strain on our health and infrastructure 
systems, and increased tourism.

INVENTORY AND ANALYSIS

The study included an inventory and analysis phase where the existing conditions in and around the 
Silver Lake Trail study area were assessed. Topography, soils, ecological character, habitat, drainage, 
wetlands, land use, destinations, property ownership, access, circulation, infrastructure and utilities 
were all evaluated. None of these factors present a significant constraint to the development of a trail 
in the study area. The project addresses a number of opportunities and constraints, which include: 
connectivity to Letchworth and Silver Lake State Parks, the potential to create a blue-green trail 
system incorporating Silver Lake Outlet, habitat diversity, scenic views, historic resources, active 
transportation, and property ownership.
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PLANNING FOR TRAIL USERS

Multiuse trails are used by many different user groups, each with its own needs and preferences. 
This section discusses different types of trail users, including bicyclists, pedestrians, emerging user 
groups, non-motorized winter sports enthusiasts and equestrians. The Silver Lake Trail is a multi-
use trail, and has been designed to welcome as many appropriate user groups as possible. 

RECOMMENDATIONS

The Silver Lake Trail study was primarily focused on assessing the feasibility of the trail. However, 
preliminary design decisions were made to allow for estimating the cost of trail development. These 
decisions are explained, and typical construction details are provided. A primary trail alignment was 
identified, as well as secondary trail opportunities and site improvements along the primary trail. A 
project phasing plan is also included in this section.

IMPLEMENTATION

The feasibility study includes implementation information regarding SEQRA documentation, the 
permitting process, and funding. The study also addresses trail construction standards, user 
guidelines, and operations and maintenance. Appendices are included that provide a summary 
of public input, an overview of schematic costs, the community impact of trails, potential areas of 
conflict between trail users, and sustainable trail construction.
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PROJECT LOCATION
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